
West Byfleet Neighbourhood Forum Committee meeting minutes 

Location: Zoom teleconference 

Date: 22 September 2020 

Time: 7.30pm 

Attendees: Wade Pollard (Chair), Sally Cantello, Keith Creswell, Emma Davis, Stewart Dick, 

Penny Hoskyn, Ian McAtamney, Roland Nevett, Dharma Sivarajasingham, Bob Tilley 

Amanda Boote (Councillor) 

Apologies:  

Gary Elson (Councillor) 

Agenda items 

1. Apologies for absence 
 
2. Minutes of last meeting 
 
3. Planning White Paper 
  
4. Neighbourhood Forum Re-designation - Update 
 
5. WB Village Centre Redevelopment Liaison Group - update 
 
6. SADPD – update and next steps 
 
7. AOB 
************** 

ITEM NO: 

1. Apologies were received as above. 

2. Minutes of last meeting – these were approved after one minor amendment. 

3. Planning White Paper 

The Committee discussed the White Paper and its potential effects on the future of the 

Neighbourhood Plan, aided by an excellent summary produced by SD.   

Action: The committee to consult the 60 page document and then review RN’s draft responses to the 

Planning Reform Consultation (in particular the response to Q13(b).  Responses to RN by the end of 

the week.  RN, WP and SD will then review these before submitting a response on behalf of the 

Forum. 

4. Neighbourhood Forum re-designation – update 

PH informed the committee that a new map for the Neighbourhood Area has had to be produced for 

the re-designation as there was a query over the status of land in Woodlands Avenue.  PH will email 

Forum members to check they are happy for the Forum to seek re-designation.  There will be an 

extended consultation period on the re-designation on account of Covid, from 6 weeks to 8. 

Ratification might be in the WBC 3 December meeting, but if not then on 11 February 2021. 



2 

5. WB Village Centre Redevelopment Liaison Group – update 
 
SD reported that the first meeting of the Liaison Group took place on 21 September.  This meeting 

was only for local representatives of the group as its focus was to agree the Terms of Reference for 

the group prior to full launch. Some amendments were suggested and a redraft was made. The first 

full meeting of the group including two representatives from the developer RVG and two from Keeble 

Brown, their PR company, will take place on 28 September and will be fortnightly from then on. It 

was noted that the library will not reopen in its current form.  It is hoped that RVG will reinstate 

some sort of library but it was noted that this will be an SCC decision not the developer’s. 

6. SADPD – update 
 

It was reported that the Inspector rejected all the arguments put forward by the Forum against 

taking West Hall (GB10) out of the Green Belt and also those of individuals who also attended the 

hearing and made objections. It was noted that the West Hall site has been renamed from GB10 to 

GB9 (land designated for housing) and GB9A (land designated for 13 travellers’ pitches). 

It was noted that the Inspector took out of the report the need to reexamine the numbers of houses 

built or being built in Woking Borough and do a full assessment of the WBC housing need. It was 

noted that the report didn’t take into account the existence of brownfield or windfall sites. 

PH noted that the consultation period for the amendments to the SADPD has been extended from 4 

to 8 weeks because of Covid.  Various next steps were suggested regarding the Inspector’s decision:  

Action: SD to read the recent judgment against the Inspector’s decision in a case brought by the 

Aireborough Neighbourhood Forum regarding Green Belt release and to inform the committee of its 

potential relevance to this Forum. 

Action: WP and SD to write to the Inspector raising the Forum’s concerns. 

Action: WP and SD to meet Tom Hickman, the owner of the land, to discuss mutual concerns. 

It was also noted that the Camphill Road Scouts site is to be released for redevelopment and that the 

SADPD continued to show Camphill Road tip as a development site for employment heavy industrial 

use, although with the need for addressing access infrastructure. This would seem to exclude use for 

a PV Farm, which possibility the Council is now actively investigating. 

The Committee agreed to raising an SADPD petition on behalf of the Forum. 

7. AOB 

NCIL 

It was reported that a meeting took place on the Rec on 21 September between WP, PH, Aaron 

Henderson of Leisure Services in WBC, Fiona Syrett of Byfleet Village Neighbourhood Forum and 

Lesley Lawrence, Head teacher of WB Junior School.  The principal aim was to discuss the damage to 

the rec that may happen as parents meet their children at the rear entrance to the school owing to 

Covid constraints. It was considered whether removable plastic matting could help with this.  

Participants also considered the possibility of laying down a scooter track around the edge of the Rec. 

AH is to consider these proposals.  The committee was reminded of the 123 list of priorities for NCIL 



3 

spending in WB put together by the Forum. It was agreed to add the 123 list to the agenda for the 

next meeting, to revisit it. 

With regard to the Neighbourhood123 list, AH claimed that there is no room for a perimeter path, 

whether for scooters alone, or as our intention, for joggers, walkers, infant cyclists, park runners and 

potentially other sporting use. The discussion then centred on the positioning on the football pitches, 

whilst retaining the integrity of the cricket square, not compromising tree line, maintaining 

recommended distance from the playing area and the possibility of changing its size. 

[It should be noted that, post this meeting a Committee member provided measurements of the 

football pitch and positioning, demonstrating that following the FA recommended size for U18 

pitches, whilst still suitable for adult pitches, would allow room for the perimeter path whilst 

meeting the criteria discussed.] 

It was noted that there are still gaps for benches to be put in, funded by NCIL. 3 picnic benches will 

be sited on the Rec – 1 near the church and 2 close to the children’s play area. The kickback wall will 

be removed to facilitate this.  WBC has pledged to supply more waste bins.  AH was made aware of 

the 5% admin charge due to WBC for managing NCIL; this could help if a large project is put forward. 

Thanks were offered to AB for getting a bench dedicated to Richard Wilson installed on the WB Rec 

and one in Byfleet. Also one dedicated to Godfrey Chapples in Byfleet. 

Community Hall 

WP reported that the SCC community Capital Fund is due to be authorised on 13 October, allocating 

£100m to be spent in £20m pa. tranches on local capital projects.  If the fund is authorised it will be 

the intention of the Forum to apply for funding to build a community hall.  It was reported that David 

Bittleston, Leader of WBC, has promised some funding for this project if it goes ahead.  

AGM 

Committee members were reminded that the AGM is due in November.  WP was requested to check 

with the Treasurer that examined accounts would be available to the Committee and for subsequent 

presentation to the AGM. 

Action: WP to consider if/how this can go ahead within Covid constraints and to check that examined 

accounts will be available. 

 

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 13 October, 7.30pm – full WBNF meeting via Zoom. 


