
Public Consultation Meeting with Woking Borough Council 

9th July 2015 at 7pm    St John’s Church West Byfleet                                                                            

Meeting chaired by Andrew LeongSon -  

Minutes of Meeting with West Byfleet Neighbourhood Forum and Woking Borough Council and 

Residents of West Byfleet and surrounding areas. 

1. Health and Safety – This was explained with the fire exits shown. 

2. Apologies for Absence -   

Apologies received from Richard Thomas, Cllr. Gary Elson and Cllr. Richard Wilson. 

3. Update from the WBNF Chair Penny Hoskyn 

Thank you to Rev. Chris Hollingshurst  for the use of the Church, and the Hazel and Terry the 

Church  Wardens.  Byfleet and Pyrford Neighbourhood Forums for their help and the residents 

who delivered the leaflets about the meeting.  Also Emma Davis who did an amazing job with 

the publicity leaflet and information sheet, and Byfleet, West Byfleet and Pyrford Residents 

Association for their financial support. 

 There was a brief history of the Neighbourhood Forum from its beginning to now, and how 

 much has been achieved in such a small time. 

4. Introductions 

 Mr. Ernest Omeoko introduced himself and thanked the meeting for inviting him. He is the 

Chief Planning Officer at Woking Borough Council  

  EO said that the council have to make provision for a number of homes and jobs in the area, 

 so 5000 new homes are needed in the borough and this will create new jobs.  Document are 

 available that shows specific sites for developers.  In the past couple of months the council 

 have gathered  information to show available areas and have identified suitable sites for 

 building 550 new homes.  WBC has engaged consultants to identify which sites  best 

 meet the council needs.  The outcome of all consultations is that there are 52 different sites, 

 across the green belt in the borough.   West Byfleet has two sites; the land around West Hall 

 and Broadoaks.  Broadoaks has already been released from Green Belt for development. 

 Mr. Terry De Souza is the Planning Policy Officer   and is helping West Byfleet 

 Neighbourhood Forum with their Neighbourhood Plan 

 The forum thanked them for coming to the meeting. 

 

5. Questions for Woking Borough Council 

a. Transport:  

Under the existing proposed developments at Broadoaks (a data centre occupying the 

existing office building) the Strategic Transport Assessment from Surrey County Council sees 

the traffic in West Byfleet getting much, much worse. SCC has given the level of service along 

many roads in West Byfleet their worst score “F” & the Flow Capacity as “over its capacity – 

resulting in extensive queuing”. 

You are proposing to add to this traffic chaos. There will lots of extra traffic caused by an 

additional 592 homes in West Hall & potentially over 443 homes in Pyrford & Byfleet.  

 It seems to me that the position of WBC is that; “the situation will already be awful – lockstep, 

extensive queuing, etc. – so the proposed developments will just make it a little bit worse”. 

What are your comments? 
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If the Octagon Homes proposals for Broadoaks are approved, do you agree that the study will 

need to be re-run to model the impact of the proposed 157 homes & 900 pupil, 150 staff 

members 

 

Reply from WBC –EO 

The council is aware of the problems with Parvis Road, and a Traffic Impact Assessment 

(TIA) will be done to assess the traffic flow and potential problems.  WBC has never said 

there would not be transport impact. 

 

From the audience – In 1997-1998 the Minister of State ruled against any development until 

the road was improved, after a traffic review showed that the road was impossible to improve. 

This review cost the council £300,000 and made recommendations, why is the council doing 

another report which will show the same result? 

 

Chair Andrew L– If cycle routes are enforced on the road, together with the development of 

Broadoaks, with 900 pupils and 150 staff between 8 and 9 in the morning, together with the 

impact on minor roads i.e.: Cold harbour road will experience up to 90% increase in traffic 

with over 636 cars between  8 and 9am. 

 

 EO There are other sites identified in green belt coming through in 2022-2027.  All the 

information on website.  The council is consulting on proposals and are open to suggestions 

people would like to make and any comments residents wish to make. 

Once we have all representation we will publish. The council is able to make changes and will 

publish the document again before being finalised 

The council is not proposing the school; the school is coming on the back of the planning 

development. The council  will always  taken  the concerns of its residents into consideration,  

The council will publish their first document and then wait for  comments, consider these 

comments and then publish a second document 

 

A L (chair)  

You are proposing to add to this traffic chaos. There will lots of extra traffic caused by an 

additional 592 homes in West Hall & potentially over 443 homes in Pyrford & Byfleet.  

It seems to me that the position of WBC is that; “the situation will already be awful – lockstep, 

extensive queuing, etc. – so the proposed developments will just make it a little bit worse”. 

If the Octagon Homes proposals for Broadoaks are approved, do you agree that the study will 

need to be re-run to model the impact of the proposed 157 homes & 900 pupil, 150 staff 

members 

 

Other couple of locations, Byfleet and Pyrford Byfleet 200 additional homes, just in borough 

1200 homes and 900 pupils and 120 staff. 

EO  response 

  

2. Health Centre 

 At present, West Byfleet Health Centre's 3 GP practices already care for 30,000 patients and 

are not expected to be able to expand. Can evidence be provided that the proposed 

increased number of West Byfleet residents will have GP care within West Byfleet 

 

 EO - WBC have published documentation about the impact on Health Organisations, this is 

published on Woking Borough Council website. 
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3  Provision of State School Places; 

Can WBC provide evidence to show that there will be sufficient state-funded places for Infant, 

Junior & Secondary students within this part of the borough, given the proposed housing 

increases in West Byfleet 749 & Pyrford 223? 

EO – WBC have given assurance that this will be met but it is not necessary that all 

school places are state funded. 

 

4. Green Belt Sites; 
In the Green Belt Boundary Review (prepared by Peter Brett for WBC) the land at West Hall 

was assessed to be “Of critical importance to the Green Belt purpose” against the criteria of “to 

check the unrestricted sprawl of large built up areas & preventing neighbouring towns merging”. 

Against the criteria of “safeguarding the countryside from encroachment” it was rated as being 

of “Major importance”.  

How can you justify ignoring these important assessments & propose development, so that the 

residents of West Byfleet lose around 90% of Green Belt land? 

Given that the land in West Hall was assessed as “Having little or no capacity for change” 

should you not prioritise the development of other parcels before West Hall – keeping this in a 

category termed “Safeguarded for future use”? 

EO 

 

AL (chair) 

The owner of west hall has come forward to offer land for sale which is why this has become 21 

parcels and why WBC have decided on West Byfleet. 

 

Open discussion 

West hall – flood plains, some mention  1968 major flood, which meant that at that time, west 

hall was used for growing grains, every year since motorway was build, - the field are flooded 

over the last few years, what measures can be taken  

Terry De Souza – flooding has ruled out a number of areas and also the protection of wild life.   

EO – Reassessment for flooding and consultation have been made with an environment agency  

 The environment agency does not think there is a risk to the area from flooding. 

 

What other types of mitigation methods do you have for reducing the traffic impact? 

 

EO – There will be a detailed transport assessment, and WBC is aware of the traffic impact, and this 

will be taken into account. 

 

AL (Chair) – Under the freedom of information Act it would be a good idea to request a copy of the 

traffic report from Surrey County Council. 

 

Who will benefit from this development? 
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EO – WBC will not make any money from development, the councils responsibility is to identify land 

for developers.   We need houses and we need jobs and need the infrastructure to support this. 

Council go to Landowners and asked if they wish to sell their land. There is a considerable 

 development In May ford. 

–  The plan for Broadoaks is identified as residential and offices 

 

Penny (WBF) – There was a public meeting re Broadoaks, The school that is planned is from 

Independent learning, a very big organisation, and will suit some very strange buildings on 

Broadoaks, Octagon Homes chairman lives in Pyrford, and the independent school will be over 

10 acres.  Independent learning also own and run Guildford High School.  The predicted price for 

houses on Broadoaks will range from 500k to 1 million pounds. 

 

AL (chair) For 20 years WBC has tried to make Broadoaks an office development, this has not 

happened.  Octagon homes have only come forward when council have relaxed the rules on 

Broadoaks, it would be better to keep Broadoaks residential to contribute to WBC and to leave 

West Hall as greenbelt.  WBC should spread the pain of losing greenbelt throughout the Borough 

and not just in West Byfleet, Pyrford and Byfleet. 

 

Audience – West Hall, why is council insisting that site is for 592 homes? 

 

EO – key objective off council is to maximise land, and the council have decided that this land can 

support that number of homes.  To maximise the use of the land. 

AL (Chair)– how do residents get involved 

The consultation period ends at 5pm on 31st July 2015. 
It is very important you send in your own individual representations, to voice your views 
on these proposals. 
You have to provide any comments, thoughts, feedback, etc. back to WBC before this 
deadline & in writing. No anonymous feedback will be accepted. 
You can make comments through the WBC website www.woking2027.info  in a 
number of ways  

1. Use the online questionnaire. 

2. Complete a downloadable / printable questionnaire and return this either by email 
to planning.policy@woking.gov.uk or by post to the Planning Policy team, Woking 
Borough Council, Civic Offices, Gloucester Square, Woking, Surrey, GU21 6YL. 

3. Complete the comments form accompanying the online Site Allocations interactive 
map (see www.woking2027.info). 

4. You can also register your comments with the Planning Policy Team at one of the 
WBC public consultation events (see www.woking2027.info) 

PH (West Byfleet Forum) 

 We would like  to encourage everyone to send their comments into WBC, it was not 
 up to the Residents' Association or the Forums it is up to each resident to send  in 
 their own comments before 5 pm on 31st July 2015. 

http://www.woking2027.info/
mailto:planning.policy@woking.gov.uk
http://www.woking2027.info/
http://wbcsites/sites/Planning/Policy/DevelopmentPlan/www.woking2027.info
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 Thank you to Andrew for chairing the meeting and to everyone for giving  up their 

 time to come along tonight. 

 You have 23 days to object or support the scheme, please do respond and make your 

 neighbours, friends aware. 

 

AL (Chair)  

 Thanked Ernest Omeoko and Terry De Souza for coming to the meeting. 


