
WBNF Annual General Meeting Held at the Cornerstones Hall, St Johns Church West Byfleet 

on 24th of November 2017 

Present: - Members of the West Byfleet Neighbourhood Forum, residents of West Byfleet and other 
members of public.   
 
Apologies received: Cllr Graham Chrystie 
 
Minutes of the AGM held in 2016: Minutes were accepted without any amendments.       
 
Plan Progress Report – Sally Cantello  
The committee has expressed their gratitude for everyone who voted in the referendum, which was 
overwhelmingly passed. We have been informed by WBC that our Plan will come before the council 
meeting on the 7th of December for approval and adoption as part of the Core Strategy. SC also 
updated the audience on the hard work of producing the plan.   
 
Sheer House Complex Update – Richard Thomas  
Outline planning permission was given in September. The scheme comprises up to 255 apartments and 
retail space. There were many objections and concerns from local residents to the application. It is 
seen as an overdevelopment of the site with far too little parking. The application was passed before 
the West Byfleet Neighbourhood Forum Plan was formally adopted by Woking Borough Council. 
Therefore, our policies in The Plan were not taken into consideration by WBC planning department. 
Full planning approval could involve many changes to the scheme with The Plan shortly to be adopted. 
The Forum will lobby for the scheme to conform with WBNF policies in The Plan. 
 
Chairman’s Report – Wade Pollard 
The following report was submitted by the Chairman Wade Pollard.  

“Ladies and gentlemen, thank you very much for coming this evening. It has been a very busy year for 

the Forum. You have heard from Sally about the tremendous progress with the plan. Once it is in place 

we can concentrate on our prime purpose, to try to influence development here so that it enhances 

our village.  To that end We hosted the public meeting with Altitude about Sheer House and you have 

heard from Richard where we are with it. We have met with Octagon, the developers of Broadoaks 

Park. You may not be aware that the school has pulled out of the scheme and another occupier for the 

existing commercial building is being looked for It may be converted into a care home or to sheltered 

housing. We will update you as we learn more. Octagon may well have another public meeting to 

outline their proposals. 

The issue that has caused most distress to us has been the announcement in the summer form 

Marston’s that they want to build a pub in the recreation ground. Before we go any further can I ask 

those in favour of the pub to raise their hands. Thank you. The proposed pub goes directly against one 

of our policies to protect the recreation ground as local green space. As you know our policies reflect 

the wishes of the community after extensive consultations. We have tried repeatedly to engage with 

Marston’s, mainly to try to persuade them to relocate a pub to the new village retail centre. They do 

not want to listen to us. They think that their brief consultation at the Live event in the summer is 

enough. We need them to know that the community does not want a pub in the recreation ground. 

We have prepared a leaflet copies of which are here tonight to inform residents of what is proposed 

and to get their support when a planning application is made.  A petition will be launched.  We 

anticipate a planning application will be made shortly.  Please give us your support. Marston’s and the 

planning committee at Woking Borough Council need to know that you do not want a pub in our 

recreation ground. 



I would like to thank the other members of the committee for their hard work last year, particularly 

Phil Wilson and Ross Goodman who put in many hours preparing the plan and are retiring from the 

committee. I would like to give special thanks to Emma Davis, our publicity officer. She has kept our 

website up to date, designed and organised the production of leaflets and banners and helped those 

of us with more limited IT skills, all the while rebuilding her house and starting her own business. On 

top of that she is expecting a baby. I am delighted she has agreed to stay on the committee.  This 

brings me to the election of committee members. I will read out the list of those happy to stay on the 

committee for a further year.  (names were read) In addition, I am delighted that three members have 

come forward to join the committee, Jo, lyn and Ian.  

If there is anyone here who would like to consider joining the committee and/or helping please 

contact me and we can give you an idea of what is involved.  

I should also mention the Residents Association which is our sister organisation covering wider issues 

for the community. They are our sponsor and part of their membership fees go to cover our running 

costs.  I would like to thank them for that support.  A number of key committee members are retiring 

from the RA next year. If anyone here would like to help them out please contact me.  

When we began producing the plan three years ago the committee members assumed that once it 

was in place we could relax as WBC and developers use it to design their schemes. How naive we were. 

Little did we think that our first challenge would come from our own Council trying to get a pub put on 

our recreation ground.  Opposing this proposal will take up most of our time in the coming year. We 

are consulting with many organisations about it.  

On top of that, early in the new year we are expecting the announcement of the site allocations review 

carried out by WBC. One potential site in our area is West Hall which may be removed from greenbelt. 

If so there are plans to put up to 700 homes on the site. We will update you when we learn more. 

Ladies and gentlemen thank you very much for your time tonight. I hope that you go away reassured 

that you have a strong group of local people passionate about improving our community. It is your 

support that gives us the heart to do so. I look forward to seeing you all at various events during the 

year. Good night.” 

 
Election of the Committee members for 2018 
The new committee was proposed by Bill Grose and seconded by Peter Hoskyn.  
The following members were elected to serve in the committee for the year 2017/2018.  
Wade Pollard – Chairman 
Penny Hoskyn – Vice Chairman 
Dharma Sivarajasingham – Secretary  
Chris Dougherty – Treasurer 
Rob McHattie – Membership secretary 
Emma Davis – Publicity 
Committee members - Sally Cantello, David Hastie, Steward Dick, Rolland Nevett, Richard Thomas, Jo 
Reed, Ian McAtamney, Natalie Berthiaud, Bob Tilley, 
 
Finances 
A report was circulated by the treasurer at the meeting and will be annexed to this minute.  
   
There were no other matters to discuss and the meeting was adjourned. 


