
 

 

 

Minutes of West Byfleet Forum held on 14th January 2015 

Meeting held at;   Sharnberry, Maitland Close, West Byfleet 

PRESENT 

Penny Hoskyns  PH (Joint Chair) 

Pauline Hedges PH (Joint Chair) 

Emma Davis 

Chris Dougherty 

Phil Wilson 

Cl. Richard Wilson 

Wade Pollard 

Cl. Gary Elson 

Roland Nevett (Visitor) 

David Fisher 

David Hastie 

Ross Goodman 

 

1  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Nasrin  Shahbazi  and Rob Mc Hattie 

 

2. Minutes of last meeting were accepted and now will be displayed on our website and in West Byfleet  Library. 

 

3. New Forum member - David Fisher was proposed by Pauline and seconded by Emma.  David will be  in charge 

of Social and Community Matters. 

 

3. UPDATE FROM THE CHAIR -   Report about  Pyrford Forum who have  employed a Consultant for 3k who 

 went through their draft  Neighbourhood plan and will be changing  a lot of it into legal language, he  advised  

 that plans should be kept in a general way without being too specific. Lots of the information  they have 

 collected is not needed for their plan. 

 

Penny H suggested that Ernest Amoco was invited to a meeting in March and asked what can go into West Byfleet 

Neighbourhood plan and the best way to word it. (Post forum meeting  - a meeting was arranged with EA on 6th 

February at WBC) 

Gary E explained that in principal, a Neighbourhood Plan should indicating what we would wish to see, and then if 

the Neighbourhood  Plan was accepted a property developer would find it difficult to change and go against the 

strong wishes of the residents. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

4. Pauline H talked about the finances of the forum, part of grant that was applied for was £1560 and it was sent 

minus 10%.  When the finances have been sent to the Community Development Foundation and checked, they 

will then send the deducted 10%.  The next applications should be made on the 1st April and the new rate applied 

for will be 8K from April to March 2016. 

Already paid from the 2014 allowance is the Catholic Church rental, St. Johns Church rental and a deposit to 

Imprint for the paper for the questionnaire in 2015 this left a credit of £6.57p. 

 

5. Gary Elson responded to a number of questions that had been sent to him about the West Hall site – only a part 

of greenbelt land has been proposed to be released.   Over the next 5 years it is recommended that West Byfleet 

have 10 new homes a year.  Consultants have only recommended how many houses can be built and the 

recommendation is 40 dwellings per hectare, a  football pitch size is 1 and a half acres in size and a hectare is 

almost 2 and a half acres.   

 

Richard Wilson reported that a review of the A246 is underway and it has been agreed that a study of the 

Camphill road/Parvis road lights is to be undertaken due to the high volume of accidents.  Consultants for the 

review will be appointed soon. 

 

RG asked for clarification about the Parcel 4, which is the whole of the West hall site which has been reported 

wrongly, it is only half of parcel 4 that has been recommended to be removed from green belt land the western 

half, the other half is ancient woodland not the whole of parce4.    GE will get clarification of this and report back.  

 

Broadoaks site, it was said that 12 months ago potential developers proposed 150 executive homes, and 

corporate entertainment in the listed building and a commercial development.   It was thought that Broadoaks 

was a better option for development that West Hall, because if permission was given to West Hall to relinquish 

the green belt, then a in a few years there would be nothing to stop Broadoaks being developed.  By using just 

Broadoaks there could be a much lower density of buildings and this should be clearly outlined in the West 

Byfleet neighbourhood plans. 

 

Land at the end of Camphill Estate – This is contaminated land and cannot be built on without removing the 

contaminant.   It could possibly be used for industrial uses as this would only be a low volume of traffic.  The canal 

bridge and the railway arch are major concerns as rebuilding these two items would cause massive disruption. 

 

The only other land thought off was the green land at the end of the recreation ground, this also is not practical 

as it is liable to flood, has considerable problems with water logging.  This land is owned by Byfleet United 

Charities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

6.  Roland Nevett explained about his role as a former developer.  He has knowledge of processing for development 

and is a member of West Byfleet Business Association.  He explained that Woking Borough Council have plans to 

make the centre of West Byfleet much more prosperous.   A great concern of West Byfleet Business Association is 

Sheer House which it is widely thought should never have been built. WBBA reject the conversion of Sheer House 

to flats as the necessary long leases will require the long term retention of this obsolete building. Sheer House 

and its neighbouring buildings should be redeveloped with a mixed use scheme including shops, residential and 

offices but existing businesses should be protected during the process and temporary uses such as serviced 

offices be found for vacant space pending implementation of a scheme. 

 

     7.   The questionnaire  will be published on the website soon, it is still open and anyone younger than 60 is 

desperately needed to complete, as there is a great shortage in younger people.  

The drop in morning will be in the Catholic Church on 7th February in the morning, any plans which are available 

or proposed plans would be displayed 

 

The next meeting is on Monday 23rd February 2015 at 7.30pm.  In the Partners Room at Waitrose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


